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We provide 
EPFL's student, teaching and research 
communities with support, advice and 
expertise in scientific information.

We facilitate 
the creation, dissemination, promotion 
and preservation of EPFL's academic and 
scientific output.
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Academic and Research Support
Academic and Research Support

Guilaine Baud-Vittoz

Scientific Publication and OA
 – Lorenza Salvatori
publishsupport@epfl.ch

Consulting, training and expertise
Copyright and publication 

licenses
Open Access, including financial 

support
 R&P and OA contracts and 

licenses

Research Data Management and 
ORD – Chiara Gabella
researchdata@epfl.ch

Consulting, training and expertise
Best practices and data 

management (FAIR principles, 
DMP, data licensing)
 Support for Open Research Data 

(ORD)
 EPFL Data Champions

Enseignement et formation
– en recrutement

Coordination de l’offre de 
formation de la Bibliothèque
 Information and data literacies
 Formations spécialisées à 

destination des publics étudiants, 
doctorants et chercheurs
 Sessions individuelles ou en 

groupe

Training
– Reinaldo Saavedra 
formations.bib@epfl.ch

Coordination of the Library's 
training offer
 Information and data literacies
 Specialized training for students, 

PhD students and researchers
 Individual or group sessions
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The RDM team

Alain Borel
RDM Specialist
PhD in Chemistry & Librarian
EPFL Library

alain.borel@epfl.ch

Chiara Gabella
Head of team,
PhD in Biophysics
EPFL Library

chiara.gabella@epfl.ch

Francesco Varrato
RDM Specialist
PhD in Computational Physics
EPFL Library

francesco.varrato@epfl.ch 

Angela Montano
RDM Training Specialist
MsC in Human & Social Sciences
EPFL Library

angela.montanogarcia@epfl.ch
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researchdata@epfl.ch

Open Position: RDM Specialist

mailto:alain.borel@epfl.ch
mailto:chiara.gabella@epfl.ch
mailto:francesco.varrato@epfl.ch
mailto:angela.montanogarcia@epfl.ch
mailto:https://careers.epfl.ch/job/Lausanne-Sp%C3%A9cialiste-%C2%AB-Gestion-des-donn%C3%A9es-de-la-recherche-%C2%BB-%C3%A0-la-Biblioth%C3%A8que-de-l&apos;EPFL-%2880/939309474/


ReO
Open

Science Unit 
(OSU) - OSSC

ENAC - 
IT4Research

Centers & 
Plateforms CLIMACT

IMAGING RCP Faculty ITs DSI IMAGING

Ethics (HREC) TTO Data Protection 
(DPO) …

EPFL’s main collaborations
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ETH-domain HES - SO ETHZ Lib4RI UniGe

UniBe UniBas CUSO swissuni 
versities AKORD

CH-RDM 
support 
network

UNIRIS 
(UNIL) SIB EOSC TU – Delft…

The RDM ecosystem (Swiss and beyond)
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https://go.epfl.ch/rdm
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The Research Data Life Cycle

https://go.epfl.ch/rdm


I have written a first draft of the DMP […] and I would like to 
kindly ask you if you can review it and if it satisfies the EPFL 
requirements.

RDM PLANNING

• RDM Strategy 
• DMP review
• Funders requirements
• Templates creation / 

maintenance

Je me permets de vous envoyer notre draft 
d’une RDM Strategy […] S’il vous est possible de 
nous donner un feedback […] ce serait très 
apprécié
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COLLECTION / CODING

• Files/folders structuring 
• Storage/backup 

solutions
• Naming convention
• Metadata

[…] we would like to know whether you could help us draft 
of the consent documents for the interviewees to sign. Is 
there any kind of template already available at EPFL?

I would like to use LIMESURVEY for a data collection. This would be part of a project 
which received the HREC approval so would need to ensure the privacy of the 
participants

Can you help me with the storage
options available [at EPFL]? In the 
project, I plan to generate about 10-
50 TB data
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ANALYSIS / 
PROCESSING

• ELN / LIMS
• Sharing solutions
• Tools exploration
• Documentation

We’re looking to recommend a code
license for a collaborator - they want 
open-source, but no commercial re-
use, and mandatory citation. […] what 
you’d recommend in their case?

We ought to find the best solution for managing the data 
produced during the project, make it accessible to the three 
labs and make it eventually open source

J’aimerais savoir si le stockage de 
données de recherche est possible sur les 
plateformes cloud tels que Google Drive, 
Dropbox, Onedrive, etc. Je n’arrive pas à 
trouver cette information sur le site de 
l’EPFL
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Data CURATION

• Anonymization
• Formats 
• Cleaning

I will develop applications to evaluate skills related 
to reading for children. I was wondering if I can use 
the Google service Firebase if I set the server 
located in Zurich, or if EPFL prohibits its use for 
research data.
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PUBLICATION / 
ARCHIVING

• Licensing 
• Data repositories
• Data journals
• Deposition support
• EPFL-most used 

repositories
• Zenodo EPFL 

Community
• ACOUA (ACademic

OUtput Archive)

We have just had a paper accepted, and we have about 15 TB 
of raw data that is relevant […] The journal is asking us to 
make this freely available. […] could you tell us how to make 
the data available through EPFL?
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DISCOVERY / REUSE

• Licenses & 
negotiation

• Text & data mining
• Content searching
• Citations

We are working on creating an model dataset from open-source free 3D models […] 
with the intent of sharing it with the public. […] Is there any licensing concern I am not 
aware of? 
Are we allowed to use a model like this and rerelease the model internationally in the 
form of a dataset?
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Daily support to EPFL researchers on demand

Includes all DMP-related services:

 Providing EPFL researchers with DMP templates and support on the various 
funding agencies (SNSF, ERC, Horizon EU,…)

 Tools production: RDM cost calculator, EPFL DMP template…

 Review for researchers and for funders (EPFL as funding agency)

 Offering training on DMP writing and best practices

 RDM strategy

 In-depth reflections on DMP tools (assessments, guidelines, maDMP…)

RDM as a service
RS

E 
Ki

ck
-o

ff 
m

ee
tin

g 
| 0

8.
05

.2
02

4

CG
 | E

PF
L 

Li
br

ar
y |

 R
DM

 T
EA

M



Curation policy for the Zenodo | EPFL Community:
 Curation of EPFL dataset on RDM best practices
 Policy compliant datasets join EPFL Community on Zenodo
 Visibility on Infoscience: notification on IS is automatically attributed
 Long-term preservation: data archived in ACOUA

Dataset curation on Zenodo
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75 datasets in 2023, total 358



Training
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 Regular offer: 4 training on RDM best practices, 1x /semester 
 2 hours training (live & zoom), with hands-on individual work

 Credited course:

 EDCH credited course on RDM (3 days training, final report and evaluation)

 Prep. of “Research skills in the Open Science Era” (incl. RDM/ORD) for EDCE

 (Others to come)

 Individual training / workshop ad-hoc & support 1:1 on demand

 Participations in external courses / conferences (e.g. CUSO)
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Module 1

ABC of Research Data  
Management
Main topics:
FAIR principles, ORD, OS, RDLC, EPFL 
services

 Identify F.A.I.R. data practices;
 Recognize the right EPFL services that 

meet your RDM needs. 

online
next semester

Module 2

Data Management Planning
& Funding 
Main topics:
DMP, RDM Strategy, funders, costs, 
templates

 Implement your own DMP;
 Assess the compliance of your DMP with 

funders’ requirements (ex. SNSF, ERC or 
EPFL)

on campus
next semester
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Module 3

Data Organization & Storage 
Solutions
Main topics:
Metadata, naming, formats, backup VS 
archive

 Distinguish between storage, backup, and 
archiving solutions.

 Test your file naming convention against 
good practices. 

online
22 May 2024 14:00 – 15:30

Module 4

Data & Code Publication

Main topics:
Zenodo, Github connection, data journals, 
licensing, anonymization

 Choose the right repository for your 
code/data;

 Publish your code/data in the EPFL 
Zenodo community.

on campus
20 June 2024 14:00 – 15:30
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Current project : ETH-Domain ORD Program (M3)
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Develop Open Educational Resources for ORD across ETH-Domain
Make RDM / ORD trainings from the various institutes of the ETH Domain 
(libraries, competence centers, laboratories, central services, etc.) available to the 
entire ETH public and open to all (OER)
1st deliverables: end 2024

CG
 | E

PF
L 

Li
br

ar
y |

 R
DM

 T
EA

M

E-Learning course OER modules / catalog

https://open-research-data-portal.ch/
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Contact us !

 library@epfl.ch

 www.epfl.ch/campus/library/

 @EPFLlibrary

https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/services-researchers

 researchdata@epfl.ch

 publishsupport@epfl.ch

 formations.bib@epfl.ch

 infoscience@epfl.ch

 acoua@epfl.chRS
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